
Writing response 

I have chosen to categorize and analyze Benedict Anderson's chapter 'Census, Map, Museum' in Imagined 
Communities better to understand the meaning and logic of the text. The method I chose was Inventory; 
as I quickly skimmed through the article, I realized that there were a lot of detailed events and concepts 
embedded in the article, but it was hard to connect all of the things that happened. So, in my 
categorization process, I was more concerned and focused on the stories the author wrote in each small 
chapter and how those stories formed the chapter and completed it. 



In my categorization, I have listed the historical events of each subchapter to give a clearer picture of how 
each module developed and what regions were involved. Typically, my tables of historical cases are listed 
according to time and are developed and refined layer by layer to produce a final product that is more 
hierarchical and structured. This more logical approach to categorization is also present in my project 
work; when I analyze a series of scientific paintings, I am willing first to give them a general 
classification through my emotions and impressions. I would then extract elements to refine the themes 
and feelings I wanted to convey in the four categories I had categorized. The layered approach makes it 
easier for people to understand something completely new. Like the author's article on Census, Map, and 
Museum, the author categorizes all the content into three major pieces that affect each other. "Census, 
Map, and Museum are interdependent, and together they form the framework for developing the colonial 
state. The census was the most basic way of defining and distinguishing people's identities. At the same 
time, the map was based on the colonies and the areas under their control, and of course, people were 
included in this as small individuals. The final museum is a cultural symbol that integrates and 
disseminates all the previous information. The three are independent but strongly linked. 
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